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IMPORTANT ACVP STUDENT CHAPTER DEADLINES - FALL 2013 

Welcome back from the summer!  The 2013 ACVP Annual Conference in Montreal (Nov 16-20) is just around 

the corner and there are some important deadlines to be remembered. 

 

Travel Funds for the ACVP Annual Meeting 

Requests for $1000 ACVP Travel Awards to attend the ACVP Annual Meeting in Montreal should be sub-

mitted in writing to Dr. Cathy Lamm at Catherine-Lamm@idexx.com by September 30th.  Chapters receiving 

Travel Awards will be required to send one or more representatives to the Veterinary Student Chapter Lunch-

eon on November 17th.  In lieu of receipts, Chapters will also be asked to submit an Annual Meeting Activity 

Report which summarizes, in 500 words or less, the number of students in attendance, events that were at-

tended, information that was learned, and all the fun that was had! Submission of digital images is also encour-

aged as these reports will be published on the ACVP website and/or in the March 2014 issue of the ACVP 

Newsletter. 

 

Annual Mentor of the Year Award 

Is there an amazing faculty member, off-campus pathologist, or graduate student who nurtured your interest in 

pathology and has shown unwavering support for students?  Please consider nominating him or her for the An-

nual Mentor of the Year Award to be announced during the Awards and Recognition Ceremony at the annual 

meeting. Nominations should be submitted to Dr. Cathy Lamm at Catherine-Lamm@idexx.com  by October 

1st and must include letters of nomination from (a) Student Chapter Officers/Members AND (b) a pathologist 

from the nominated mentorôs workplace. 

 

Student Chapter Annual Reports  

If you have not already submitted a student chapter report, please email these to Dr. Cathy Lamm (Catherine-

Lamm@idexx.com).  These are due by September 15th. Please make sure to send your updated officer list if 

you have not done so already.  

 

Special Events this Year 

We are lucky to have over 100 veterinary students from the University of Montreal joining us this year at the 

annual conference.  In addition to the usual student chapter activities at the annual conference, there are several 

special events on Sunday in French this year.  Check the on-line meeting planner at the ACVP website to help 

you coordinate your activities at the conference: http://www.acvp.org/meeting/. 

 

Annual Conference 

Looking for someone to room with at the annual conference?  Join us on Facebook to meet other veterinary 

students and to coordinate room sharing: https://www.facebook.com/groups/123879597644310/?fref=ts. 
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TIPS FOR THE COMPOSITION OF A SUCCESSFUL 

SCIENTIFIC POSTER 

Important components of a successful poster include: 

¶ Title, authors, addresses (as originally submitted)  

¶ Abstract (as originally submitted)  

¶ Introduction  

¶ Objectives/hypothesis (numbered objectives are fine)  

¶ Materials and methods  

¶ Results  

¶ Brief discussion (including limitations, recommendations)  

¶ Conclusions (numbered conclusions are fine, related to objectives; status of hypothesis) 

 

1. The title and abstract of your presentation poster should remain identical to the originally submitted ver-

sion.  

2. The abstract should clearly state the hypothesis, what you did, and what you found.  Write it to entice 

meeting attendees to visit your poster.  End with a statement of the major conclusion(s) from the study. It is 

not sufficient to state that the results will be presented.  

3. Clearly state the objectives at the beginning of the poster and the conclusions at the end.  These two sec-

tions should be related to one another.   

4. The Methods section should be simple and to the point. Use limited references for complex procedures.  

5. Be brief and simple.  Avoid jargon.  Do not include too many experiments.  Condense or limit large 

amounts of complex data. Limit the number of tables and figures to only the most critical to bring out key 

conclusions.   

6. Standardize all nomenclature and DEFINE ALL ABBREVIATIONS.  

7. Use LARGE PRINT.  The audience should know what you did, why, and what you found by examining 

your poster from at least 5 FEET AWAY and WITHIN TWO MINUTES OF TIME.  Numbered or 

bulleted lists help to save space. Summary diagrams also help. 

8. Choose your VERY BEST photographs and clearest photomicrographs; your most brilliant fluorescence; 

your sharpest, darkest electrophoresis.  Label everything and use arrows liberally. Proof carefully; be sure 

arrows, etc., on photographs are in place and point to whatever the legend indicates. Tables should only 

contain the most important information.  

9. Be sure to indicate the number of replicates on which your data are based and the statistical tests used. 

11. Provide a limited list of references.  

12. Check http://www.acvp.org/meeting/2013/stuPosters/instructions.cfm for the official instructions to the 

poster author information. 

 

GOOD LUCK!!! 

 

http://www.acvp.org/meeting/2013/stuPosters/instructions.cfm
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Goings-on at The Ohio State University 
pathology. Cases of the month were presented online and 

included clinical imaging, clinical pathology, gross, and mi-

croscopic pathology. Students were also invited to attend 

weekly gross rounds with Dr. Paul Stromberg. 

One particular highlight was a visit from Dr. Melinda Merck 

who gave two lectures and a Q&A session on Veterinary 

Forensics. To host the event, the pathology and shelter ani-

mal clubs raised over $3,000 in the form of grants and dona-

tions. Guest lectures by Drs. Duncan Russell, Krista La Perle, 

and Famke Aeffner included games of pathology óCluedoô, 

guide to residency application, and laboratory animal pathol-

ogy reviews. The students also appreciated contributions 

from a variety of OSU faculty advisors including Drs. Chris 

Premanandan, Maxey Wellman, and Mary-Jo Burkhard. At 

the ACVP annual meeting in Seattle, the OSU pathology 

club was represented by Maureen OôBrian (now resident at 

Texas A&M University) and Beth Ihms, who both produced 

outstanding poster presentations.  The pathology club consis-

tently generates students who take their training to the next 

level of training by pursuing a pathology ócareer area of em-

phasisô and ultimately residency training. Long may it con-

tinue!  by Dr. Duncan Russell 

This past year saw a tremendous growth in membership of the 

OSU pathology club. As of May 2013, there was an impres-

sive 40 members! This is proof of considerable time and effort 

from the club management (led by Beth Ihms and Amy Levin-

sky), anatomic pathology residents, and faculty. The club con-

tinues to enhance the profile of veterinary pathology by intro-

ducing students to different facets of anatomic and clinical 

pathology, while also exposing students to career options 

available to young pathologists. 

As in previous years, the rich tradition of wet labs continued. 

Under the direction of Dr. Steve Krakowka, students received 

vivacious instruction in the finer arts of gross pathology. The 

usual accompaniment of colorful anecdotes remains extremely 

popular with the students! Weekly review sessions led by Dr. 

Famke Aeffner and other OSU anatomic pathology residents, 

were well attended and helped consolidate concepts taught in 

the core curriculum. For students with specific organ or spe-

cies interests, there were monthly diagnostic pathology rounds 

which include cardiopulmonary, laboratory animal, ophthal-

mic, neurology, zoo and wildlife, oncology, and large animal 
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Beyond bile ducts and lemurs; an inspiring externship at the National 

Toxicology Program, National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, 

Research Triangle Park, North Carolina by Kasia Szymanska 

tion surrounding the differentiation of these lesions. 

To understand the biological progression of the le-

sions, I evaluated the expression of four tumor pro-

teins including BCL-2, ERB-2 (NEU), b-catenin

(CTNNB1), and P53. The results of the study indi-

cated that NEU and b-catenin are both overexpressed 

in advanced cholangio-proliferative lesions. These 

two onco-proteins suggest that cholangiofibrosis is a 

premalignant lesion that proceeds to cholangiocarci-

noma. Follow-up molecular studies are needed to ex-

plore the intricacies surrounding the biology of these 

lesions, including understanding the malignancy po-

tential of cholangiocarcinoma.  

I found the experience of presenting my re-

search findings in a department wide oral presenta-

tion and at the NIH Summer Internship Program 

Poster Session particularly rewarding. Sharing and 

discussing my results to both experts in the field and 

non-scientists attending the poster session also helped 

me to fine-tune the important skill of science commu-

nication (continued on page 4). 

I spent an incredible summer at the National 

Institute of Environmental Sciences (NIEHS) in 

beautiful North Carolina. Under the guidance of Dr. 

Dave Malarkey, Head of the National Toxicology 

Program (NTP) Pathology Group in the Comparative 

Molecular Pathology Branch, I went beyond just ex-

ploring the NTPôs role of providing toxicological 

evaluations on substances of public health concern. In 

fact, I was on the front lines, participating in staff dis-

cussions about rat pinworm infections, animal hus-

bandry, as well as evaluating data, and conducting 

my own research project on intrahepatic cholangio-

carcinoma. I also spent one-on-one time with at least 

twelve different pathologists at various local compa-

nies and institutes around the Research Triangle Park 

(RTP) area learning more about career opportunities. 

Taking advantage of RTPôs intellectual hub, I made 

connections outside of the pathology world with lead-

ers in the area of food safety and shadowed a veteri-

narian at the Duke University Lemur Center. Since 

balance is key, in my spare time I travelled around 

NC, and into neighboring southern states to appreci-

ate the rich culture, natural beauty, and delicious 

foods. 

I received funding from the White Horse 

Travel Bursary from my Veterinary School, Univer-

sity College Dublin, Ireland where I am a rising sec-

ond year. The research project I worked on focused 

on intrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma, the second most 

common primary liver tumor in humans. It is a rap-

idly progressing neoplasm of the biliary epithelium 

that carries a poor prognosis in human patients.  In 

rodents, cholangiocarcinoma is induced with hepato-

carcinogens, like furan, so that the lesion can be stud-

ied, since it does not arise spontaneously in these spe-

cies.  

I investigated cholangiocarcinoma in rats and 

helped to put together the puzzle pieces about its bio-

logical progression from a preceding and often asso-

ciated lesion called cholangiofibrosis. My work took 

me deep into the highly debated and puzzling ques-

Dr. Dave Malarkey and me in front of my poster at the NIH 

Summer Internship Program Poster Session (photo courtesy of 

Steve McCaw).  
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Beyond bile ducts and lemurs; an inspiring externship at the National 

Toxicology Program, National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, 

Research Triangle Park, North Carolina by Kasia Szymanska (continued) 

Since pathology will be formally introduced 

this coming autumn, as a part of the curriculum, 

this summer has been a great ñsneak-peakò into the 

subject. Next semester, when I sit down to learn 

about fungal infections formally, I hope I will be 

reminded of the aspergillus hyphae I saw in Dr. 

Malarkeyôs ñfun-boxò of slides that had great ex-

amples of a variety of pathogens and the damage 

they induce.  

My desire to try something that I had little 

background in stemmed from both my want for a 

challenge and an interest in research. At this point 

in my career, I am strongly drawn to the ñnon-

traditionalò routes in veterinary medicine. I can see 

myself contributing to research, public health or 

policy development in the future. Whichever path I 

end up taking I am certain that my time at the 

NIEHS was time well spent.  

I would also strongly recommend an extern-

ship at the NIEHS to other veterinary students look-

ing to explore pathology or research. Inside and out 

of the laboratory I was challenged intellectually, 

was able to collaborate with experts in diverse 

fields and learned new skills. As I prepare to return 

back to Ireland for another year of demanding 

courses, I feel encouraged to pursue my passions 

that might be a bit different from the majority of 

veterinary students that choose to focus on either 

small or large animal practice. I am motivated and 

certain that the path I take will ultimately help to 

advance the health of not only animals, but also hu-

mans and the environment.  

Outside of my research project, I visited 

with veterinarians to glean a sampling of opportuni-

ties in government, industry, academia and non-

profit agencies. Across the lake, behind the NIEHS, 

where turtles, waterfowl, beavers and other animals 

call home, lies the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA). At the EPA, I spent time with vet-

erinary pathologists as well as a veterinary epidemi-

ologist. Also in close proximity was GlaxoSmith-

Kline, who employs veterinarians in many capaci-

ties in its expansive campus that is home to R&D 

facilities focused on metabolic and infectious dis-

eases, as well as musculoskeletal, and proliferative 

ones.  

One Saturday morning, I joined Dr. John 

Cullen and a small group of North Carolina State 

University veterinary students and preformed a ne-

cropsy on an eight-week old foal that was septic. 

We identified several focal areas of abscessation. 

These large pockets of tan to yellow, non-fragrant, 

crumbly, semi-solid fluid would have put off any-

one not interested in pathology. But, our brave crew 

of vetererinary students headed out to brunch after-

wards to the local Flying Biscuit restaurant.  

Next, I explored the Rollins State Diagnos-

tic Lab, which features two BSL-3 labs and an avi-

ary. As if those experiences were not extraordinary 

enough, I spent the day with Dr. Cathy Williams at 

the Duke Lemur Center. Interacting with various 

lemur species was an enthralling experience. I 

gained more insight into the conservation of this 

unique and threatened species.  

The NIEHS and EPA campus (picture courtesy of Kasia Szymanska). 


